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MODERN UNITARIAN WRITERS. 


By the Rev. JOHN WEDDRED 
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„ There are Errors that wl bereave us of every Jaye wohic 
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cc _ have their advocates,” 
| White's germ. at "Oey Lecture. 
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IX. Prieftly, with the whole body of 
Unitartan writers, loudly complains, 
that chriſtianity has been corrupted, and 
thoſe corruptions ſtill continue to debaſe 
it, by the additions of defigning and in- 
tereſted men. On the contrary, the more 
ſober and virtuous part of mankind, with 
much more truth and reaſon, complain of 
Dr. Prieſtly corrupting chriſtianity, by de- 
priving it of every doctrine eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary, to entitle it to that diſtinguiſhed 
nale. 


'4 
* 
24 * - 


From a careful attention to the wri tings 
and conduct of thoſe gentlemen, who are 
pleaſed to diſtinguiſh themlelves by che 
name of Unitarians, I have endeavoured, in : 
the following tract, to point out a few of 

Eo the 


* 


| . vi 3 
the many cauſes, which apparently pervert 
their Judgment * influence their pens. 


Far, very 'M be it from me, to pour out 
an anathema againſt any particular fe& or 
party, into which we are molt unbappily 
divided. —Being very ſenſible, that there 
are many amongſt the arffenters, whoſe 
lives and converſation are a real ornament 
to n. | 


1 England lays no claim 
to infallibility, and conſequently - allows 
none of her members to aſſume that power; 

but would have them to hold the truth in 
lover, and to deal gently for her ſake with 
all ment. Her only deſire is, nay ſhe ar- 
dently prays, © that all who profeſs and 
call themſelves chriſtians may be led into 
; the way of truth, and hold the faith in 


* Eph. iv, 15. 
+ 2. Sam. viii, 5 


unity 


(a) 


unity of ſpirit, in the bond of peace, anll 


in righteouſneſs of life.” Wiſely conſidet- 

ing what manner of ſpirit e is of *, ihe 
reprobates no man that is not included ih 
her own pale, provided, he be ſincerely 
devout, and juſt, and ſober to. the beſt of 


his knowledge. She looks upon mankind | | 


at large as common children of one com- 


mon parent, who made of one blood all! 


nations of ment, and embraces them with 
the cordial affection of brethren.  * To 
« thoſe who differ from her, ſays the late 
« learned and pious archbiſhop Secker, ſhe 
neither attempts nor wiſhes any injury. 
« And ſhe will gladly give proots to every 
« denomination of chriſtians, that ſhe is 


a friend to toleration even of the moſt 
© intolerant, as far as it is ſafe; and will- 


- ©. Labs ix, 55. 
+ Aas xvii, 26. 


' B 2 * :.-. 
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( vil ) 
6 ing that all mankind ſhould poſſeſs a 
the advantages, religious and civil, which 
they can demand either in lay or rea- 
i ſon*,” P 


* Anſwer to Dr, Mayber. 


THOUGHTS 
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PARTICULARLY WITH REGARD TO MODERN 


UNITARIAN WRITERS. 


HERE is, doubtleſs, an inherent. ex- 


thing ſo congenial to the beſt intereſts of 


every virtuous mind, as will always re- 


commend it to the ſerious attention of 
the wiſe and good. 


The fariciful deluſions of modern Milo: 
ſophy, afford but little comfort and jatisfac- 


tion to the thoughtful and cdnſiderate mind 


Its viſionary ſpeculations may, perhaps 
for a while, amuſe and entertain the fancy; 
but like the morning cloud or early dew, 


cellence in the holy ſcripture, ſome- - 


9 
— — * 


. 
>: P 
* . — . 
l * " * * 
—— ——-— — — i — — — 


„ 
foon paſs away“; leaving us benighted in 
our ſearch after thoſe bright and exalted 
truths which ought to be our principal 
eare and ſtudy, — 8 


Whereas the holy ſcrĩpture, on the moſt 
folid and ſatisfactory grounds, gives to vir- 
tue its ſweeteſt hopes, and to true peni- 
tence its beſt conſolation. The Goſpel 
does not, like the deluſive ſchemes of mo- 
dern þtaloſoþhers, leave the mind to wan- 
der through the intricate mazes of doubt 

— uncertainty, reſpecting its preſent 
hopes and future happineſs; but fully re- 
moves all the fears of a guilty, provided i it 

be a truly penitent, mind. It quiets the 
| anxieties of a troubled breaſt, and is an 


* Jt was the obſervation of a young man in T; ah, with re- 
gard to the great queſtion of the ſouls immortality, that whilkt | 
he read the treatiſe of Plato on the ſubject, he was convinced. 
by his reaſoting; but when be lay down the bock, and re- 


,  _ yolved the matter with himſelf, his aſſent vatiiſhed; So nu- 


merous, it may be preſumed, or ſo perplexing were the dif- 
ficolties, which the ſtate of things then preſented to his mind. 
that they effaced the impreſſions made by philoſophy. Chur 
i Serm. at Bampto's Lecture, Serm. 1. 


# 
* 
5 a ; | anchor 
, , 


<a) 


anchor of the foul both Fare and Rred/aft®, 
which will never looſe its hold. The fin- 


cere chriſtian knows in whom he believest—+ -_ 


The ground upon which he treadsis n. 


Notwithſtanding the high tone in which 


modern phuloſophy diftates to the world, 


and the contemptuous ſneers it wantonly 
throws,” upon the moſt fublune, benevo- 
lent, and diſtinguiſhing doctrines of our 
holy religion; yet ſenſible of its weaknels 
and inſufficiency, it would gladly be thought 


to unite, with its own imperſect ſchemes 


of happineſs, the hope and conſolation of 
the Goſpel Its warmeſt votaries, however 
they may ſecretly deſpiſe the authority of 
ſcripture, would fain be thought workers 


WY with? it, or the good of et 


Ns loser did the: „un of g 


ariſe with healing in his wings}, than clouds 
of error and hereſy, ſucceſſively GIVE 


„Ab. vi, 19. 
7 2 Tim. i, 12. | | | 
7 Mel, iv, $5 1 % »\ TEEN £3 G 
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6129 
w eclipſe the brightneſs, and dim the ſpletts 
dor of his heavenly rays. But' no age, 
perhaps, is more diſtinguiſhed for a bold 
and innovating ſpirit, than the preſent, The 
diſtinguiſhing doctrines of chriſtianity, are 
treated with the moſt licentious freedom 
— A. freedom, every way inconſiſtent with 
the weakneſs, frailty, and limited faculties, 
even of men, of the moſt eminent abilities, 
and the higheſt intellectual attainments. . 


It is not ſo much as to be doubted, but 
that there are many aimiable and truly va- 
luable characters amongſt thoſe, who af- 
feftedly diſtinguiſh themſelves by the name 
of Unitarians.—Nay it certainly reflects 
much honor upon the virtue and integri- 
ty of thoſe gentlemen, who have freely re- 
Tinquiſhed the emoluments of the church, 
(with too many, alas, the ſtrongeſt and 


moſt endearing ties) for the teſtimony of a 


good conſcience. 


On the contrary, the mind ſhrinks back 


with horror from contemplating the con- 
* 


e 
duct of thoſe men, who in ſpite of every 
ſacred tie and obligation, openly maintain 
and aſſiduouſſy propogate, principles con- 
trary to the known and eftabliſhed doQrines . 


of the church of England; who for the 
lake of filthy lucre, are willing to facrifice 
every thing dear to a virtuous mind. Well 
may we complain of the degeneracy of the 
times—lIn vain may we look for the eſta- 
bliſhment of truth and juſtice, religion and 
piety, amongſt the various ranks and orders 
of lociety; whilſt thoſe, whole peculiar of- 
. fice it is, to recommend from the pulpit, | 
and to give a fair copy of theſe graces and 
virtues in their lives, wantonly ſport with” 
the moſt /acred oaths,” and — the moſt | 
ſolemn 3 15 4 

Whether the doctrines contained in the thirty-nine articles 
of the church of England, are true or falſe, is foreign to the 
preſent argument, , Yet, I cannot help thinking the follow-/ 
ing animadyerſion, and indeed the whole pamphlet, every 
way unworthy of, and inconſiſtent with, the honor and dig · 
nity of a biſhop of the eſtabliſhed church. For theſe ſaid 
*« articles are called only thirty-nine, yet no man muſt from 

% hence i imagine that he het only thirty- nine propoſitions to 

C « deal 


= 
— ——— ins 9 


(14) 
However, (from a principle of a virtuous 
and well directed zead, a zeal highly requi- 


e deal with; He will find four or five times that number, 
though bound up indeed into ſo many bundles, c. 
Dr. Law's, Lord Biſhop of Carliſle, Confiderations on the 
Propriety of requiring Subſcription to Articles of Faith, 
p- 6. Note. 


1 forbear to make any teflections of my own, J rather wiſh 
to impreſs the reader's mind with the juf and h ſentiments 
of othets, | 
In this country,“ ſays a truly excellent prelate, ** there 

0 is an eftabliſhed faith, and an eſtabliſhed worſhip adopted to 
« it, both of approved excellence, framed by men of as diſ- 
« tinguiſhed wiſdom and as diſtinguiſhed piety as ever lived 
« upom earth; framed with the ſtricteſt regard to ſcripturs 
* truth, and calculated to promote the great truths of Chriſ. 
* tianity among all ranki of men. Such an eſtabliſhment hath 
« a claim to ſome deference and teſpect from her ſons at leaſt, 
from thoſe eſpecially who are engaged in her ſervice by the 
_ ** moſt ſolemn profeſſions, who live of the ſacrifice, and eat 
a of the milk of the flock. 3 

Dr. Bagot s, Lord Biſhop of Norwich, Letter to Dr. Bell, 

p. 2. 
n Satire and inveRtive againſt the church, will do no cre- 
1 dit either to the good ſenſe or good temper of a writer of 
© any denomination, but muft come with a peculiar impro- 

«c*priety from thoſe, who have profeſſed allegiance to her 
* ſaws, and who ſubſiſt by her appointments,” 

| Sturger's Conſiderations on the „r State of Church Kf- 

tabliſhment. p. 132. 


See alſo, White's W Lectute. p. 15. 


ſite 


(15) 

fite in theſe days, when the generality of 
thoſe, who are the natural guardians and 
defenders of religion, ſeem inſenſible of and 
dead to its beſt intereſts), however, we 
may deteſt the pernicious effects and con- 
ſequences of the Unitarian principles, as 

ultimately tending to ſubvert the moſt be- 
neyolent and intereſting deſigns of the 
Goſpel ; we cannot help viewing the main- 
tainers of them, as partaking of the ſame 
nature, as children of the ſame God, wha . 
is the father of us all*, with the tender- 
nels of a pitying angel. We cannot for a 
moment entertain the unpleaſing thought 
of their wantonly rejecting the great truths 
of Chriſtianity ; or defignedly explaining 
away thoſe exceeding great and precious 


 promiſest, which ſo many wiſe and good 
men have earneſt] y defired to hear. 


Yet, notwithſtanding the boaſted purity . 
of their intentions, and the arrogant claim 
to the title of the Sons of Wiſdom; every . 
day's experience proves, that they are * 


* Eph. iv. 6, 
+ 2 Fei. i. 4. 


%% 5 


B „„ „„ 
—8: wes, 1 9 


( 16 ) 
like paſſions with other men; ſubj ject to the 
ſame frailties, liable to the oy miſtakes, 


and ſuſceptible of the ſame impreſſions, 


from the profits, pleaſures, and ee | 
deluſions of the world, —_ 


It may 9 have its ule, to point 
out a few, of the many cauſes, which ap- 
parently (chough perhaps imperceptibly to 
themſelves) tend to pervert the judgment. 
and influence the pens, of Unitarian ruri- 
ters in particular. 


The firſt and grand ſource of error, is 


che abuſe of principles. The underſtand- 
ing muſt neceſſarily have always ſomething 


to reſt itſelf upon; and from the confor- 
mity and reſemblance of other things to 


itſelf, to infer the certainty and evidence 


of its aſſents. For as the human mind is 


limited, an infinite progreſſion is diſagreea- 
ble to its nature. Accordingly the under- 


ſtanding is never ſatisfied in its enquiries, 


ill it diſcovers ſome original, univerſal, un- 


queſtionable, ſel-eviderit truth, from which 


all... 


1 
all other truths are fundamentally derived. 
Now provided this original truth happen 


to be wreſted by any private fancy, or ſe- 
cret vice, no wonder that concluſions 


which are deduced from it are falſe and 


erroneous, Hence the Unitarians, by deny- 
ing the fundamental doctrine of Chriſt's 
divinity, are neceſſarily led, in order to 
render themſelves in ſome degree conſiſ. 
tent, to deny the plain and leading doc- 
trines of the ſcripture, nay in ſome de- 
gree to ſubvert the 1 ſcheme of Quant 
tianity. 


The dbaſe of principle conſiſts eber 


Ny, in \ throwing abfucd und yk 
gloſſes upon them, or drawing: wrong con- 
cluſions from right n r 


Sanne in extending the _— of Gen 
to other ſciences, and employing them to 
ſupport coneluſions contrary to the nature 
of the ſubject to which they belong. 

| TIN As 


veil of truth; and in order to render its 


this certainly argues great perverſeneſs of 


ſerves, that principles and concluſions 


Ty 
As to the firft, it has ever been the cuſs. 
tom of Error to conceal itſelf, either from 
a motive of ſubtlety or modeſty, under the 


fanciful deluſions more plauſible, to ground 
them upon unqueſtionable principles. But 


mind, firſt to entertain corrupt . notions, 
and then to wreſt unqueſtionable princi- 
ples in order to countenance and ſupport 
them. As to the * 


Lee articular] in which the abuſe of 
principles conſiſts, Ariſtotle very juſtly ob- 


ought to be within the ſphere of the ſame 
ſcience; and that a'man of learning ought 


not to make excurſions, in the proſecution 
ol a ſubject, from one ſcience to another. 


This confuſion in che dependencies of 


truth, by transferring principles to ſciences 
to which they don't belong, has ever been 


prejudicial to Truth; and Error has ſtole 
upon the weakeſt apprehenſions, while they 
have examined the concluſions of one 


{cience 


ſcience by the principles 
when religion, which ought to —_ and 
captivate, is obliged to ſtoop and pay ho- 
mage to reaſon ; and, when thoſe aſſents, 
which ſhould be grounded on Faith, and 
not on mere human diſquiſition, are admit- 
ted no further than they are agreeable to 
nature. And hence it is that ſo many of 
the philoſophers have denied thoſe two 
principal doctrines of the Creation, and 
Reſurrection, by reaſon they oppoſed thoſe. 
chief principles of nature (which are in- 
deed naturally true and no further) that 
ex ni/alo nihil fit, nothing can be made of 
nothing; and a privatione ad habitum non 
datur regreſſus, that there is no regreſs. 
from a total privation to the habit loſt. 
This reaſon was evidently implied in that. 
anſwer which was given by him who was 
no ſtranger to the fountain of all Error, to 
ſuch as obſtinately oppoſed the reſurratti- 
on, you err, not knowing the ſcriptures, nor 


* It had been happy for Dr. Prigty and ſome others, had 
he glyays properly attended to this circumſtance, 


| the homer of God. This contains thoſe 


(=) 


principles which are neceſſary in order to 


unfold to us the myſtery of the reſurretti. 
on, namely, the word and power of God: 
the latter commanding our aſſent to what 
is poſſible; and the former giving us the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurance of a thing which will 
actually be accompliſhed. To be unac- 


Aauainted with theſe two principles, and pre- 


tend to examine myſteries by the rules of 
reaſon, which ought to pay an implicit 
obedience, is the certain road to error, 


and depravity in point of underſtanding. 


Secondly, a vain aflectation of ſingulari- 


ty, and a contempt for the common and 


eſtabliſhed opinion of mankind, is another 
ſource of Error. To think with the world, 
is, unfortunately, to be no wiſer than the 


world, But to deviate from the good old 


wayt, and wander through unfrequented 


| paths to oppoſe the common ſentiments 


of mankind and in points where they are 


moſt united, is the peculiar and coſting 


* Matt. xxli. 29. 
+ Fer. vi. 6. 


ing 


1 
irg charaReriſtic' of a modern child df 
wiſdom. From an ambition of appearinng 
wiſer than the reſt of mankind; they won'd. 
fain have us believe that nothing is right - 
which has been ſaid already; and regard. 
every ching as more valuable in proporti- 
on to its novelty. * The collective wif- 

dom and exemplary piety of preceding 

generations, are to the philoſopher a 
« ſtumbling block,” and to We Innovator” 
60 folihnels? WA] 


' 2 [ . N 5 
Whites Sermon. at Ban Leda. , 
De -A 


plac - Thirdly, 


* „ Brun ond vale hes ys Dr. Harwod, would 
«© to this moment have maintained her thirone, and the empire ill 
of darkneſs and dulltieſs been perpetuated to the end f 
time, and there never would have exiſted any ſuch religion. 
as the Chriſtian, any ſuch characters among mankind as - 
«« Martyrs and Confeſlors, or any ſuch illuſtrious ras in the 
** annals of the world, as religious reformations, had wiſe and 4 1 | 
good men ever complimented prieſts and ,princes with be. 
«+ lieving as they believed, and. ſacrificed their underſtandings ' | 
at the ſhrine of popular ſuperſtition.” Preface to his Five = © 
Digertations,—We have here a great deal more of pompous de. - 
lamation than as For if Dr. Hoe ny $0288 | 
« | 
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Thr, on the contrary too ſtrong a pr · 
in favour of authority, may, un- 
| Youdtedly; give birth to Error, as-well as 


„ of telföaing BY fan aud Skt 10 lt u bbs Er bd. 


güent of the preſent d5y againſt the enabled chürch, ft 


iavolves alike men of all parties and prineiples. Arius, Socis 
, together with the whole arty of , 
Confeſfors and Reformers, muſt be buried is the rubiſh of ſome 
hundred years, if wiſe aud bod men are never to bompli- 
ment them it believing a they belleved. Nay, a Fiera | 
Priefuly, Graham, Lindſey, Ding, Sc. have no right, upon 
their own principles, to claim the attention of ria Lage or 
fucceeding generations: but muſt, perhaps will, be cikan fore 
got, as dead men out of mind. The truth is, Dr. Harwoad; 
as every other gentleman, has a right to judge fot hitnſelf, and 
to follow the honeſt convictions of his own mind. But it does 
not follow from hence, as the Unitarizn: baſely inſinunte, that 

 evety faicerd maintainer of the doctrines of the church of Eu- 
hend, is 2 rave and ſuperſtitious foo, It is only by their 
| Fruits that we can Know the true charadiers of wen]; an impe» 
netrable vail fhrouds the heart, which no eye can plette, Bot 
that of Omniſcience, If the Damian faticy thut their un- 
derftandings are better informed than thofe of ochet men, it ; 
were to be wiſhed that they were more attentive to the im- 
provement of heit tempets and ſpirits: a bad heart with right 
' notions is much worſe than a good heart with wrong hotions 3 
| For if the Heart be Wrong, it matters little that the Head" is 
fight; Bot {6 it is, that the further we recede from the tie 
Pfeinciples of chitiſtlanity, the more we loſe of the genuine 
ſpirit of foye and letiity, meckneſs and modetation, and entry 


_ biker {ebb und virtue of the Chriſtian, | 
affectation 


g } 


; td” 


elloBatien-afbagulegty. Azwe ought.age 
to be always cavꝭlling when we peruſe the 


come to any fixed and ſettled reſalunan, 


ſo neither ought we 40 refign our judge 


ments jmplicitly ; becauſe we are. nt ,ob- 
liged to beheve abſolutely independent af 


reaſon, except the authority is unqueſtion- 


able and infallible. Our worthy 


challenge indeed the higheſt degre of | 


— of av anti mace = 


to names, heexclaims with an air of -contewpt, * Who are 


they that we muſt call Reformer:, and by the opinions of which 
of them muſt we abide? Did not Calvin ſecfurther than L. · 


der, or do you reſt where Laaber did. nnd-admit «the dofitine == | 


of conſubitantiation? Would you exaAlly follow the fieps of | 


ſtead of -writing againſt, burn we at the ſtake, as be did Ser- 


wetxs, If the reformers differed from one other, Why may 


we not differ from them all? You will hardly maintain their 
inſpiration. What authority have you to ſuppoſe, that the 
divine Being confined the -reformation, to that partieularage ? 


Is it not much more probable, that it was begun then und | 


that it is our duty to carry it on, Confalerations ow differente; 


EI with e letter to Mr, Va, 1769. p. 53. 
2 : | 


\ 
, 


works of men of learning, knowledge and 5 | 
piety, becauſe by this means wedhall never 


—— —U— e 
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ought not to permit this reverence: EC 
nerate into a blind ſuperſtition and idola- 
try. For tis our duty rather to ſpeak truth 
with nature, than to be erroneous with 


ue As we ought not in ſhort, to 


ver. rate their writings by repoling z an im- 
* of reafoning/ h Wierd and MRC ütdl "the tat 


degree # it iniflitates as Rrongly againſt Dr. Pricſtly, as Luthor, 
Calvin, or any other wformer ; and may be ,vſed with equal 


truth and Propriety, by every ſucceeding generation, until 


the end of time. Let us apply it to modern reformers, . Who 
"are we to edllreformers, and by the opinion of witith'of them 


muſt we abide? Do not Dr. Priaſhy, Graham, | Lindy, Diſaey. 
&, ſce further than Dr. Clarke ? Do you reſt where Dr. Clarke 


did, then you muſt allow that, avith the ft and ſupreme 
canſe or father of all things there has oxiſttd from the beginning, @ | 


fecond di vine perſon which is the Ward or Son,” &e.' Scrip. Dot. 


of the Trin. part ji. $ 2. 3. And that Chrjf ir by nature 
_truly God, as truly as, man is by nature truly mas,” Sc. Reply 0 
Mr. Nellen, p. 81. And yet that he is inferior to the Father. 
_ © Would; you exactly follow Dr. Prigfhy,. Lind/cy, &c. then you 
7 muſt be fully perſuaded that Obriſ avas a man like ourſehoes;”* 


Dr. Prieftly's Lett. to Dr. Hanley. Preface p. 8. See Mr. Land. 


9 


fey's. Apol. Paſſim. A men who Lied amang us, and died h 


'the cm, a were creature.” Dr. Diſacy : Reaſons, cl p. 14. 
If theſe Reformers differ ſo widely from one another, why 


may not the church of England differ from them all. You will 


n it, ſinoe he r ata binn 
| ON pickt 


kindly maintain their inſpiration, atleaſt, Dr. Priefly has no 


1 


1 5 
plieit faith in them, fince their authors 


capable of impoſing on us; ſo neither 
ought we to undervalue them, fince they 
have deſerved ſo welb of all poſterity, they 


have a juſt right to challenge our affent to 


their authority, though not im u flaviſh 
manner, but with a firm reſolution to em- 


brace truth, in preference to ar. 2 


n— COPS 


7191 + 


erg Curioſity iy — be 


another cauſe of Error. Men are apt to 
puſh their enquiries beyond the limits pre- 


{cribed them'; and covet moſt eagetly that 


knowlege whichit is impoſſible, in our pre- 
ſent ſtate; with certainty, to arrive at; By 
this means they laviſh away their time in 
unprofitable reſearches, which might have 


been employed upon the moſt uſeful and 


important truths. For the moſt profound 
ſpeculations muſt finally reſolve all into 


the will of God. Beſides they are attend- FO | | 


ed with danger: hben we reflect, that a 


certain . of being wiſer, and Know- 
ing 


were men, ſubject to Error, and therefore 


divine favour, and immortal happinels. 
„Thus men, extending their enquiries be- 
ond their capacities, and letting their 
2 Te wander into the depths where 


2 a. 4 ͤ—— — 
= 


„ 
2 
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Parent out of Paradiſe, the ſorſeiture of the 


©. they can find no ſure footing, it is n 


* wonder chat they raiſe quettzons, and. 


« « multiply diſputes,” which never caming 


« to any clear reſolution, are proper only 


e to continue and increaſe their doubts, 


and to confirm them at laſt in perſet 
« ſcepticiſm. Whereas were the capacities 
4 of our underſtandings. well corudfidered, 
once diſco- 
* vered, and the horisen found. whin 
ſets.· the bounds between the enlightened 

and dark paris of chings, 
« is, and what is not comprehenſihle by 


« the extent of our knowledge 


between what 


C us; men would perhaps with les ſeru- 
ple, acquieſce in che avowed ignorance 
of the one, and employ their thoughts 


and diſcourſes with more advantage and 
* nen in the Ts. | 


anne, occaſioned the expulſion of ami 
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Gesu Introduce 
ton; uſb G HS ILY | e 89 


M Ls that Habs | 


| notice of is placing too great an eſleem 


upon ſome particular objects, which indu- 
ces the mind to conceive. that they ae 
poſſeſſed of ſuch excellencies as do not bes 
long to their nature. In ſhort we are apt 
to look upon every thing as unqueſtiona - 
ble and authentic of which we are deeply 


enamoured. Hence that variety of opinks = 


ons reſpecting the ſovereigh good, which 


could only ariſe from hence, that ever, 


philoſopher placed his approbation on that 
particular object which was moſt pleaſing 
and ſatisfactory to his own corrupt nature; 
and accordingly ſearched for it, not where 
it was to be met with, but in himſelf, mea- 
ſuring it by the rule of his own diſtemper'd 
and prejudiced - judgment. The reſult of 
this was, and ever will be, the production 
of many monſtrous Errors, which. varied 
according. to the predominant paſſion for 
F wealth, en, bonor, fame; 


” 


* 8 
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libetty; of any other ſecular or ſenſual obs | 
jects. In this reſpect men take a very pre. 
poſterous method; they firſt conceive a 
paſſion for an object, without giving them- 
ſelves leave to examine into the value of 
it, and then employ: reaſon. and ſeripture 
to ſupport and countenance their abſurd 
eho ice. Bee 


I cannot better conclude theſe few re- 

marks and obſervations which have been 
made with no other view, than a ſincere 
deſire to guard the truths, and promote 
the beſt intereſts of chriſtianity, than in the 
words of a truly learned and excellent pre- 
late. [Ot e ee 


by And will the righteous judge of all 

the earth condemn us for want of under- 
ſtanding? No; but he may and will con- 
demn us for the wrong conduct of our un- 
derſtanding. It is not indeed in our power 
to believe whatever we pleaſe, whether cre- 
dible or incredible; but it is in our power 
o d-confader thoroughly, whether a foppos 

| 4 ſed 


: 


„„ 
a or only apparent. It 
is in our power to beſtow a greater or leſs 
degree of attention on the evidence, be- 
fore us. It is in our power to examine it 
with an earneſt defire to find out the truth, 
and a firm reſolution to embrace it where- 
ever we do find it; or on the contrary, to 
bring with us a heart full of incorrigible 
depravity, or invincible prepoſſeſſions. To 
the modeſt and humble, the diligent and 
- virtuous enquirer, who labours after con- 
viction, but cannot thoroughly arrive at it; 
who nevet attempts or wiſhes to infuſe his 
{cruples into others; who earneſtly ſtrives, 
who fervently prays, for more light and 
ſtrength ; crying out with all the paſſion- 
ate ſincerity. of an honeſt heart, © Lord, I 
believe, help thou mine Unbelief”, Mark 
ix, 24. To him every equitable allowance 
will undoubtedly be made, every inſtance 
of compaſſionate tenderneſs be ſheẽn 
But to the man of pride and paradox, who 
burns to diſtinguiſh himſelt from the vul- 
gar by the novelty of his opinions, and 
would diſdain to follow the common herd 
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of mankind, even thougltSe k knew they 
were leading him to heaven; to the ſub- 
tle minute philoſopher, who refines away 
every dictate of common ſenſe,” and is laſt. 
in the dark profound of his own wretched 
fophiſtry ;—To theſe, and all like theſe, 
the Almighty will one day moſt aſſuredly 
ſhew, that his gracious offers of Salvation 
are not to be deſpiſed, and trampled upon, 
and ridiculed with r 


Dr. Porteus s, Lord Biſhop of Cheſtes, 
Sermons, Serm. ii. p. 39. ö 
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